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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
3/19/2004 has been entered. 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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3. Claims 3, 4, and 12-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Wizig (US 6,735,569). 

Referring to Claim 12, Wizig teaches a system for providing benefits information 
to at least one benefits recipient comprising: 

at least one portal website (see passage from 110 to 130 in fig. 1); 

at least one benefits coordinator computer system communicating with said 
portal 130 (fig. 1); 

at least one benefits recipient system 110 (fig. 1) communicating with said portal 
website via the Internet 140 (fig. 1); and 

at least one benefits vendor computer system 200 (fig. 1) communicating with 
said at least one benefits coordinator computer system such that benefits information is 
provided from said at least one benefits vendor computer system to said at least one 
benefits recipient system via said portal web site (see col. 2, lines 62-67 and col. 3, lines 
1-6), said at least one benefits coordinator computer system being a system which is 
separate from said at least one benefits vendor computer system (see 120 and 130 in 

fig. D; 

wherein said at least one benefits coordinator computer system selects vendor 
information from at said least one vendor computer system for delivery to said at least 
one benefits recipient system based, at least in part upon information stored on said at 
least one benefits coordinator computer system (see col. 26, lines 63-67 and col. 27, 
lines 1-2). 
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Referring to Claim 21 , Wizig teaches an Internet based system for delivering 
benefits information to at least one benefits recipient, said system comprising: 

a benefits provider computer system storing employee information 230 (fig. 2); 

a benefits coordinator computer system 130 (fig. 1) storing further employee 
information provided by the benefits recipient; and 

a benefits vendor computer system 120 (fig. 1) storing vendor benefits 
information, said benefits vendor computer system being in communication with said 
benefits coordinator computer system via the Internet 140 (fig. 1), said benefits 
coordinator computer system being a system which is separate from said benefits 
vendor computer system (see 120 and 130 in fig. 1); 

said benefits coordinator computer system including a server providing a portal 
accessible by the benefits recipient (see passage from 1 10 to 130 in fig. 1), said server 
being programmed such that benefits information provided to the benefits recipient via 
said portal web site is selected from said stored vendor benefits information based, at 
least in part, upon said information stored by said benefits provider computer system, 
whereby the selected benefits information is communicated from said benefits vendor 
computer system via said portal to said benefits recipient (see col. 26, lines 60-67 and 
col. 27, lines 1-2). 

Referring to Claim 24, Wizig teaches a method of providing benefits information 
from an employer to at least one employee benefits recipient, said method comprising 
the steps of: 
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providing a computer network connecting an employer server system 200 (fig. 1), 
a benefits coordinator server system 130 (fig. 1), and a plurality of benefits vendor 
server systems 120 (fig. 1), said benefits coordinator server system being a system 
which is a separate from said plurality of benefits vendor server systems (see 120 and 
130 of fig. 1); 

providing a portal web site 140 (fig. 1) on said coordinator server system, said 
portal web site being accessible by the employee benefits recipient 110 (fig. 1); and 

providing selected vendor benefits information from at least one of said plurality 
of benefits vendors server systems to the employee benefits recipient via said portal 
web site, said vendor benefits information being selected based on information stored 
on said employer server system (see col. 26, lines 64-67 and col. 27, lines 1-2). 

Referring to Claim 30, Wizig teaches a system for providing benefits from at least 
one of a plurality of benefits vendors to at least one benefits recipient, said system 
comprising: 

at least one computer network connecting a benefits provider server system 
storing information of a first type 230 (fig. 2), a benefits coordinator server system 130 
(fig. 1), and a plurality of benefits vendor server systems 120 (fig. 1) storing information 
of a second type, said benefits coordinator server system being a system which is 
separate from said plurality of benefits vendor systems (see 120 and 130 in fig. 1); 

said benefits coordinator server system including a portal accessible by the 
benefits recipient (see passage from 1 10 to 130 in fig. 1); 
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said benefits coordinator server system being programmed to select information 
of said second type obtained from at least one of said plurality of vendor server systems 
based upon information of said first type obtained from said benefits provider server 
system (see col. 26, lines 63-65), said benefits coordinator server system being 
programmed to provide said information of said second type to the benefits recipient via 
said portal (see col. 26, lines 66-67 and col. 27, lines 1-2). 

Referring to Claim 3, 19, 20, 22, 23, and 26, Wizig also teaches employment 
related benefits accessible by the benefits recipients through a wireless PDA (see col. 
6, lines 20-22). 

Referring to Claim 4, Wizig also teaches said PDA displaying web pages 
according to the WAP standard (see col. 6, lines 20-24). 

Referring to Claim 13, Wizig also teaches said information stored on said at least 
one benefits coordinator computer system selected from the group consisting of: 
gender, age, address, personal interests, professional interests, and employment 
information (see col. 8, lines 32-33). 

Referring to Claims 14 and 27, Wizig also teaches said at least one benefits 
vendor is selected from a group consisting of: 

Investment providers, health benefits providers, retirement benefits providers, 
exercise benefits providers, travel benefits providers, food benefits providers, child care 
benefits providers, housing benefits providers, and discount goods and services 
benefits providers (see col. 6, line 25). 
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Referring to Claims 15, Wizig also teaches at least one benefits provider 
computer system communicating with said at least one benefits coordinator computer 
system (see passage from 200 to 130 in fig. 1). 

Referring to Claim 16, Wizig also teaches said at least one benefits coordinator 
computer system programmed to select the vendor information from said at least one 
vendor computer system for delivery to said at least one benefits recipient system 
based, at least in part, upon information received by said at least one benefits 
coordinator computer system from said at least one benefits provider computer system 
(see col. 6, lines 8-13). 

Referring to Claim 17, Wizig also teaches a server included in said at least one 
benefits coordinator computer system and said at least one benefits vendor computer 
system and said at least one benefits recipient computers system are client system in 
communication with said client server system (see connection of all devices in fig. 1). 

Referring to Claim 18, Wizig also teaches a thin client system (fig. 4A-4D). 

Referring to Claim 25, Wizig also teaches obtaining personal data from said 
employee benefits recipient via said portal web site (see col. 26, lines 54-56), selecting 
benefits information from the at least one of said plurality of vendor server systems 
based on the personal data obtained by carrying out the obtaining step (see col. 26, 
lines 63-65), and providing the selected vendor benefits information to the employee 
benefits recipient via said portal web site (see col. 6, lines 66-67 and col. 27, lines 1-2). 
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Referring to Claim 28, Wizig also teaches providing at least one vendor benefit at 
a reduced cost based on the number of said employee benefits recipients selectable to 
receive said at least one vendor benefit (see col. 27, lines 3-21). 

Referring to Claim 29, Wizig also teaches offering at least one discount on 
vendor benefits such that the costs of administering said benefits from said employer to 
said employee benefits recipient by said benefits coordinator is reduced (see col. 27, 
lines 3-21). 

Referring to Claim 31, Wizig also teaches said information of said second type 
selected from non traditional benefits information (see col. 6, lines 25-34) and said 
information of said first type selected from employee data stored on said benefits 
provider computer system (see col. 7, lines 58-66). 

Referring to Claim 32, Wizig also teaches said benefits coordinator server 
system further programmed to select information of said second type from at least one 
of said plurality of vendor server systems based, at least in part upon information of a 
third type provided by the benefits recipient (see col. 8, lines 25-40). 

Referring to Claim 33, Wizig also teaches said information of said third type 
selected from the group consisting of information relating to personal interests of the 
benefits recipient, information relating to professional interests of the benefits recipient, 
information relating to life events of the benefits recipient, and information relating to 
family members of the benefits recipient (see col. 8, lines 36-37). 

Referring to Claim 34, Wizig also teaches said non traditional benefits selected 
from a group consisting of: 
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investment providers, health benefits providers, retirement benefits providers, 
exercise benefits providers, travel benefits providers, food benefits providers, child care 
benefits providers, housing benefits providers, and discount goods and services 
benefits providers (see col. 6, line 25) and wherein said employee data is selected from 
the group consisting of: gender, age, birthdate, length of employment, dependent 
information, health information (see col. 8, lines 32-33). 

Referring to Claim 35, Wizig also teaches said at least one computer network 
including the Internet 140 (fig. 1). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3, 4, and 12-35 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Eugene Yun whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
2689. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am-5:30pm Alt. Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (703) 308-6739. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Eugene' Yun 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2682 
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